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pillaging Fondi it anchored at the mouth of the Tiber.
The Muslim chronicle does not throw any light on
this invasion, but it took place in the days of Abul
Abbas Muhammad ibn al-Aghlab, Einir of Africa
(226-42 A.H.)- At that time Al-Fadl ibn Jaafar al-
Hamazani was the Emir of Sicily. It appears that it
was an expedition of privateers, but there is no doubt
that the Emir of Sicily took part in its organization
and despatch. At that time Sergius II was Pope.
The walls of Rome did not enclose all the old city ;
the sacred district, which included the churches of
Saint Peter and Paul and a large number of old temples
and tombs, was outside the walls exposed to attacks.
The Muslim seamen stormed that district and despoil-
ed the temples and idols of their magnificent orna-
ments and wrenched a silver altar from the tomb of
Saint Paul and besieged the city of Caesars. The Pope
was alarmed and the Roman people were struck with
fear and awe. Emperor Louis II, King of the Franks
and the Lombards, hastened to send an expedition to
fight the invaders. The ports of Naples, Amalfi and
Gasta, also prepared a naval expedition to chase them.
At the same time other Muslim bands came to rein-
force the expedition of their brethren. But what
saved the eternal city from falling into the hands of
the Muslims was the disagreement between the
Muslim leaders themselves. They raised the siege
after a fierce combat with the troops of the Emperor
and the ships of the Italian ports, in which some of
their ships were sunk, and returned to the south laden
with spoils and captives in 850 A.D.
These daring deeds revealed to the Papacy and to
Christendom the weakness of the eternal city and the
danger to which it was exposed. Leo IV, the succes-
sor of Sergius, hastened to fortify it, and included the
sacred district and the churches of Saint Peter and
Paul within the protection of the walls* He fortified
this suburb which is still called the Leonine city, in